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SUSPENSION OF PLAY DUE TO ADVERSE CONDITIONS
A decision to suspend or continue play is, on occasions, the cause of much controversy. It will often depend on the state of the game as to whether players of one or both sides wish to come off the field. This is why the Law places these decisions with the umpires                        who are neutral and for whom the state or outcome of the game is of no consequence. The umpires’ decisions will be based only on the issues of safety and common sense. This note gives first the Law on the suspension of play in adverse conditions and then some guidance to assist captains and players appreciate and understand the considerations behind the umpires’ decisions. 

LAW 3, SECTIONS 8,9 
SECTION 8 – the umpires shall be the final judges of the fitness of the ground, weather and light for play.
SECTION 9 

b) If at any time the umpires together agree that the condition of the ground, weather and light, is not suitable for play, they shall inform the captains and they shall suspend play or not allow play to commence or restart UNLESS:

 i) both captains agree to continue, or to commence, or to restart play, in unsuitable ground or weather conditions.

ii) the batting side wishes to continue, or to commence, or to restart play, in unsuitable light

c)i)  After agreeing to play in unsuitable ground or weather conditions, either captain (or the batsmen at the   wicket) may later appeal against the conditions to the umpires before the next call of Time. The umpires shall uphold the appeal ONLY IF, IN THEIR OPINION, the conditions are the same or have deteriorated.

 c)ii) After deciding to play in unsuitable light, the captain of the batting side (or the batsmen at the wicket) may appeal against the light to the umpires before the next call of Time. The umpires shall uphold the appeal ONLY IF, IN THEIR OPINION, the light is the same or has deteriorated.

 d) If at any time the umpires together agree that the conditions of ground or weather or light are so bad that there is obvious and foreseeable risk to the safety of any player or umpire so that it would be unreasonable for play to take place, then, notwithstanding the provisions above, the umpires shall immediately suspend play or not allow play to commence or restart. The decision as to whether conditions are so bad as to warrant such action is one for the umpires to make ALONE.

e)  When there is a suspension of play, the umpires shall monitor the conditions, making inspections as appropriate, UNACCOMPANIED BY ANY OF THE PLAYERS OR OFFICIALS. 

GUIDANCE 
The umpires shall keep the captains advised of any improvements or other changes that cause the fitness of the ground, weather or light to change the levels of fitness for play as described over: 

Levels of fitness of ground, weather and light

LEVEL 1 – in the umpires’ opinion, conditions are perfectly acceptable and play MUST take place. Should a team refuse to take the field or start or continue batting, the umpires can, under the conditions of Law 21(3), award the match to the other side. 

LEVEL 2 – at this level, the umpires consider that conditions are not ideal for play but are not actually  dangerous. The umpires are of the opinion that play should be suspended, not commenced or not restarted but will accede to any agreement that the captain(s) may reach in accordance with Law 3.9 as described earlier.

LEVEL 3 – at this level, the umpires consider that conditions are such that any reasonable person could foresee the likelihood of injury should play continue. At this level, the umpires will not allow play to take place.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Improvement in the levels of fitness must be notified to the captains and, if/when level 1 is reached, the umpires will tell both captains that play will restart and give them a specific time when this will happen; the umpires will also advise the captains and scorers how many overs may have been deducted in accordance with local competition regulations.  In their consideration of fitness levels, the umpires will consider the following and may wish to consult with ground staff:

· safe conditions of bowlers run-ups, footholds and run-offs

· fielders must have free movement when fielding or attempting to field the ball

· secure footholds for batsmen around popping crease and that batsmen can run between wickets safely and set off for a run without slipping

· adverse weather conditions could be continuous or intermittent drizzle, rain, hail or snow or exceptionally strong winds

· adverse light conditions may be any conditions that adversely affect the batsman’s ability to play the ball, e.g. low light levels, low sun, reflections from objects
Notes: 
1. Play will not be suspended solely because the ball and grass have become wet and slippery; the umpires’ decisions will be based on the premise that the players wear footwear and clothing suitable for the conditions. 

2. Umpires can also consider a change in conditions to be caused when a change in bowling takes place, e.g. the umpires may consider that a change from slow spin to fast seam bowling may change the conditions from level 2 to level 3 and may decide to take action accordingly.

3. Any statement to either or both umpires made by the players or captains that may be made to attempt to unfairly influence or cajole the umpires into suspending (or starting) play will be reported to the Secretary of the LMC Disciplinary Committee.
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